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came with a complaint, and preluded it with a long
account of his genealogy. Monsieur de Lauture
asked the Tnrk afterwards why he had not cut him
short, and the answer was, " If I had not listened to
the whole of his story he would have gone away
and said that I wonld not do him justice." Mr.
Eastwick, the late Secretary of Legation in Persia,
relates in his book that a Persian said to him, " You
would do to govern in Persia, for you know how to
listen to a man's story." It may be said that the
time of officials ought not to be wasted, but there
might be a medium between the two practices. In
England we recognise the principle of a fair hear-
ing, when an Old Bailey lawyer takes up the time of
the Court with apparently irrelevant questions to the
witnesses ; and the judge reminds the prisoner that
he has had a fair trial and a patient hearing.*

But the climax of lawlessness may be said to
have been attained in the following occurrence,
which, as it took place in Her Majesty's dominions,
gives the measure of what may be expected in China
and Japan. Some sailors of some Queen's ships went
on shore on leave, and came across a Hindoo proces-

* It is a pleasure to be able to mention, amongst others who
uphold the dignity of English law and justice, and cause them
to be appreciated in Asia, such men as Sir Benson Maxwell the
Recorder of Pinang, and Mr. Thompson, late Q,ueen's Advocate in
Ceylon.